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when we are really spiritual beings having a
human experience.

Do you know that Jewish law commands
us not to allow the body of even a convicted
murderer to hang on the gallows over night?
This Mitzvah is dramatized in a famous
Midrash which tells the story of twins—one
who becomes the King and the other becomes
a thief and murderer. The thief is caught,
convicted, sentenced to death and hanged in
the Town Square. And as the body hangs
limp for all to see, strangers who pass by not
knowing what happened look at it and what
do they think? The King is hanging from the
gallows.

For the Rabbis, God is the King—and we
are God’s twins. That is why even the worst
human being; one who sheds another’s blood
is accorded dignity and respect. Because
every one of us from the lowest to the high-
est has within the same Divine light.

For Jewish wisdom knew that even the
truth can be evil—lashon hara—if it is used
to cause pain, disgrace and humiliation. Jew-
ish ethics teach us that just because some-
thing is true, doesn’t mean we must say it—
it is the intention of our words that matter
most.

We have lost our moral balance—from po-
litical sound-byte attack ads to Hard Copy
to what passes for the nightly news—we have
cheapened life itself; nothing is private,
nothing is sacred.

‘‘Death and life are in the power of the
tongue.’’ Remember Richard Jewell who
helped save lives when the bomb went off in
the Olympic Park in Atlanta? His life went
from Hero to horror overnight—because we
have lost the sense of boundaries, and know-
ing itself has become our highest value re-
gardless of who is hurt as a result.

You probably don’t remember Oliver
Sipple. He was the ex-Marine who became a
hero overnight by saving then President
Ford’s life when he grabbed the arm of Sarah
Jane Moore as she pointed a gun at the
President. Her aim was deflected and the
bullet went astray.

Reporters came to interview him and he
had only one request: ‘‘Don’t publish any-
thing about me.’’ Right! Tell that to an in-
vestigative reporter. Within days the LA
Times, followed by dozens of other papers
trumpeted the news that Sipple was active in
gay causes in San Francisco.

A reporter in Detroit confronted his moth-
er, who knew nothing about his homosexual-
ity, with the news. She was stunned, and
stopped speaking to her son. When she died
four years later, his father informed Sipple
that he wouldn’t be welcome at her funeral.

Devastated, he began to drink heavily, and
a few years later was found in his apart-
ment—dead at age forty-seven. ‘‘Death and
life are in the power of the tongue.’’

This is what Jewish tradition calls, Avak
Lashon Hara—‘‘The Dust of the Evil
Tongue’’—and it is settling all around us.

So when people asked me, ‘‘What do I tell
my kids?’’ I say don’t tell your kids, teach
your kids.

And what can we teach our children at this
New Year—even knowing that tomorrow
morning hour after hour of the President’s
taped testimony will be broadcast over the
nation’s airwaves?

That the Talmud says ‘‘You can kill a per-
son only once, but when you humiliate him,
you kill him many times over.’’

This we can teach our children.
What else can we teach our children?
‘‘If you mess up it is tempting to tell a lie,

but people will usually be much more angry
about the lie than the original act itself.

This we can teach our children.
What else can we teach our children?
In the end, growing up means the willing-

ness to accept personal responsibility for our
own actions.

This we can teach our children.
What else can we teach our children?
We transgress in a moment; we regret for

a lifetime. Repentance and forgiveness take
work and time—sometimes the work of a
lifetime.

This we can teach our children.
What else can we teach our children?
It’s not how many times you fall down that

ultimately matters in life—it’s how often
you get up again that counts.

This we can teach our children.
Arrogance, jealousy, temptation are as old

as time. From nearly every Biblical hero to
our own lives. After all, how many of you
can think of at least one episode in your life
that would cause you great embarrassment
were it to becomes known to everyone else
here?

This, too we can teach our children.
And above all, don’t look out there for

moral heroes—to politics, or sports, musi-
cians or actors or celebrities—You are your
children’s primary moral models, and you
must be their moral heroes.

So teach your children respect. Teach your
children restraint. Teach your children by
how you talk and the jokes you do or don’t
tell; the snickering or respectful tone of your
voice, the dignity you extend to others.

Teach your children that the highest value
isn’t always truth—it may in fact be kind-
ness.

One cold evening during the Holiday Sea-
son, a little boy about six or seven was
standing out in front of a store window in
New York City. The little boy had no shoes
to speak of and his clothes were nothing
more than rags.

A young woman passing by saw the little
boy and the condition he was in, so she took
him by the hand and led him into the store.
She bought him some shoes and warm
clothes and told him she hoped he’d have a
better holiday season now.

The little boy looked up at her and asked,
‘‘Are you God, Ma’am?’’ She laughed and re-
plied, ‘‘No son, I guess I’m just one of God’s
children.’’

And as the little boy turned to walk away,
he smiled and said, ‘‘I knew you had to be
some relation.’’ That’s who we really are.

It’s Rosh Hashana, and a new year lies
ahead. A New Year filled with infinite possi-
bilities for change and growth, forgiveness
and kindness and love.

So teach your children the wisdom of
Rabbi Nahman of Bratzlov who said, ‘‘If you
are not going to be any better tomorrow
than you are today, than what need have you
for tomorrow?’’
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Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I stand here
before you today to pay tribute to a man who
has given 40 years of unwavering and com-
mitted public service, Mayor Marion Barry, Jr.
This year marks the end of an unprecedented
public service career which includes four
terms as Mayor of Washington, D.C. Born a
sharecropper’s son in Itta Bena, Mississippi,
Marion Barry has truly risen and triumphed
over many obstacles in his life. He will take a
well-deserved rest this year from an astonish-
ing public service record. However, he will al-
ways be remembered as a mover, shaker and
innovator in the hearts of the people of Wash-
ington, D.C.

Mayor Barry’s launch into public service was
spirited by his long term commitment to the
civil rights movement. In 1960, Mayor Barry
and a group of concerned students from
throughout the United States formed the Stu-
dent Non-Violent Coordination Committee
(SNCC) in order to take a moral stand against
the forces of prejudice and segregation in the
south. SNCC chose Marion as its first national
chairman, and he moved to the District of Co-
lumbia in 1965 as their director and the rest is
history.

In 1971, Mayor Barry was elected to the
D.C. Board of Education and served as Board
President for three years. In 1974, he was
elected to hold an at-large-city council seat on
the city’s first elected council after more than
a century of non representations. As a mem-
ber of the council, he chaired the Committee
on Finance and Revenue which gave him a
deep understanding for the first needs of his
city. In 1978, against two strong opponents
and with unshakable enthusiasm, he was
elected Mayor of the District of Columbia, a
seat to which he was elected Mayor of the
District of Columbia, a seat to which he was
overwhelmingly returned twice more through-
out the 1980’s.

As Mayor of Washington, D.C., he was an
imaginative and visionary leader who accom-
plished many things. Among them was the in-
stitution of a jobs program for city youth which
became a nationwide model and lead to the
founding of the Mayor Barry, Jr. Youth Leader-
ship Institute. He also developed housing for
low to moderate income families, established
day care centers for government employees
with children, and encouraged the advance-
ment of business throughout the city.

Mr. Speaker, there is a series of planned
events across Washington, D.C. to pay tribute
to Mayor Barry, the Mayor, the Man, the Leg-
end. I am proud to be a part of this effort and
I wish him the best in his future endeavors.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to commend a young
lady from my congressional district who has
made the State of Massachusetts proud. Heisi
Figueroa of Chelsea, Massachusetts, has
proven herself to be an astute entrepreneur at
the age of 18.

Heisi founded Heisi’s Framing Design when
she realized it was difficult to find frames that
were personalized for special occasions. Utiliz-
ing the entrepreneurial skills she acquired at
Camp Start-Up to launch the business, Heisi’s
objectives are to ‘‘provide customers with per-
sonalized frames, matting the pictures and to
gain a loyal ‘customer base.’ ’’ She hopes
eventually to extend her reach throughout
Boston through newspaper ads and the dis-
tribution of fliers at grocery stores, malls, laun-
dromats, schools and churches in the neigh-
borhood. Born in El Salvador, Heisi moved to
the United States when she was eight. Her
first entrepreneurial adventures included baby-
sitting and acting as an Avon representative.
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I wish her success and congratulate her on

this impressive accomplishment.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, a few days
ago members of an independent task force
sponsored by the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions and created to examine U.S. policy to-
ward the Korean peninsula wrote to President
Clinton about the deteriorating situation on the
peninsula.

The task force members pointed out that the
1994 Agreed Framework with North Korea is
a necessary but not sufficient component of a
U.S. policy designed to enhance stability on
the peninsula. Task force members offered the
President a number of recommendations, with
a view to ensuring the long term viability of
U.S. policies toward the peninsula.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that Members will
profit by reading the recommendations of the
task force. Accordingly, I ask leave to reprint
the task force’s letter to President Clinton in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS,
Washington, DC, October 7, 1998.

Hon. BILL CLINTON,
President of the United States of America,
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT. We are members of
an independent task force sponsored by the
Council on Foreign Relations to examine
U.S. policy toward the Korean Peninsula. In
this letter we write from our deep concern
about the sustainability of U.S. policy after
the discovery of what may be an under-
ground nuclear facility in North Korea. At
the very least, this development contradicts
the American people’s expectations of North
Korea under the 1994 Agreed Framework. At
worst, it represents an outright violation of
the accord and a continuing determination
by the DPRK to develop nuclear weapons
that would threaten the entire region. The
credibility of existing arrangements with
Pyongyang has been further undermined by
the August 31 launch of a North Korean bal-
listic missile over Japan, even assuming it
was just a missile to launch a satellite. Thus
far, negotiations aimed at clarifying North
Korean adherence to the Agreed Framework
have yielded little. Meanwhile, the U.S. Con-
gress is close to eliminating funding for the
Korean Peninsula Energy Development Orga-
nization (KEDO), which also could lead to a
collapse of the Agreed Framework.

In our opinion, the Agreed Framework is a
necessary—but not sufficient—component of
a policy designed to enhance stability on the
peninsula. Unless and until it is proven that
North is violating the accord, it should re-
main a centerpiece of U.S. policy. Although
the Agreed Framework does not, in itself,
address the larger threat represented by
North Korean terrorism, missiles, conven-
tional weapons, and weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD), we recognize that these
issues will be more difficult to address if we
unilaterally dismantle the Agreed Frame-
work and attempt to start over from square
one. We also recognize that any unilateral
U.S. move that precipitates the collapse of
the Agreed Framework would seriously com-

plicate our relations with Seoul and Tokyo.
Moreover, we note that an end to the Agreed
Framework would allow North Korea to ac-
celerate any nuclear weapons program by
utilizing the facilities at Yongbyon, which
are now effectively capped by the bilateral
agreement.

However, in view of the deteriorating situ-
ation, we urge you to consider the following
steps:

1. Order a careful examination of current
U.S. policy, in light of new circumstances, to
include: our interpretations of North Korean
intentions; the effectiveness of our coordina-
tion with allies; our long-term policy objec-
tives; integration of our disparate negotiat-
ing instruments with Pyongyang into a more
comprehensive approach; and a consider-
ation of our posture, should the North Ko-
rean nuclear effort remain active or the
Agreed Framework collapse. This examina-
tion should be completed within 60 days.

2. As part of the examination, it is essen-
tial to clarify North Korean intentions with
regard to the suspect underground facility
and adherence to the Agreed Framework.
Future funding for KEDO, in our view,
should therefore be conditioned on: North
Korean clarification of the underground fa-
cility and any other suspect sites, with full
inspections as required; completion of all
canning of the fuel rods at Yongbyon; and a
firm deadline for completion of both require-
ments, set sometime before delivery of FY 99
Heavy Fuel Oil is completed in October 1999.

3. Appoint a senior person (or persons)
from outside government to lead this exam-
ination of U.S. policy. This person should
have the stature necessary to establish bi-
partisan support in the Congress and to work
closely with our South Korean and Japanese
allies on a common approach. This senior
person should convey directly to those at the
center of power in Pyongyang the serious-
ness with which the United States views re-
cent North Korean actions and should test
North Korean actions and should test North
Korean willingness to engage in more con-
structive approaches to our long-standing
confrontation.

4. If North Korean adherence to the Agreed
Framework is credibly reaffirmed, then the
re-examination of longterm U.S. policy on
the peninsula should also consider a decision
to eliminate on a case by case basis those
trade sanctions on North Korea implemented
under the Trading with the Enemy Act. This
step would complement Seoul’s approach to
the North, which is designed to expose North
Korea to external forces for gradual change
by allowing a limited degree of private cul-
tural and economic interaction with the
North. It must be emphasized, however, that
such moves are unthinkable without
Pyongang’s clarification of its adherence to
the Agreed Framework, and that failure on
North Korea’s part to do so will lead eventu-
ally to a collapse of the accord in any case.

In sum, we believe: (a) that the actions of
North Korea and mounting opposition to the
Agreed Framework could lead quickly to a
new crisis; (b) that recent developments re-
quire a re-examination of our approach to
North Korea; (c) that the Agreed Framework
shall remain the cornerstone of building a
new relationship with North Korea only if
North Korea can provide access to dem-
onstrate that it is not pursuing a nuclear
weapons capability.

We believe the gravity of the situation re-
quires no less than these steps, and that the
longterm viability of U.S. policy toward the
peninsula will be put at risk by short-term

fixes designed only to obtain funding for the
Agreed Framework.

Respectfully,
Morton Abramowitz, James Laney, Rich-

ard L. Armitage, Daniel E. Bob, Je-
rome A. Cohen, James Delaney, Wil-
liam Drennan, L. Gordon Flake, Micael
J. Green, Donald P. Gregg, Morton H.
Halperin, Frank S. Jannuzi, Richard
Kessler, Robert A. Manning, Marcus
Noland, Sam Nunn, Donald Oberdorfer,
Kongdan Oh, James J. Przystup, Rob-
ert W. RisCassi, Jason T. Shaplen, Ste-
phen J. Solarz, Helmut Sonnenfeldt,
Nancy Bernkopf Tucker, William
Watts, Donald S. Zagoria.
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Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Safi Qureshey, an individual who exem-
plifies the diversity, enterprise, spiritual values
and personal integrity of a newly emerging
California and yes, our nation in the 21st cen-
tury.

Safi immigrated to the United States from
his native Pakistan. After finishing his edu-
cation he went to work in the burgeoning elec-
tronics industry. Like the greats of industry
who came before him, Safi was not content
with the security of working for a large estab-
lished corporation. Instead Safi joined with two
other young immigrant entrepreneurs and
started their own computer company in 1980.
That company, AST Corporation, went from a
garage-based operation to a multi-billion dollar
world enterprise in just one decade.

Safi’s business success has been heralded
throughout the country. He was recognized as
one of the nation’s top 25 executives and has
received numerous other well-deserved acco-
lades for his entrepreneurial achievements.
While Safi is justifiably proud of the acclaim he
has won as a businessman, those of us who
know him understand he is most proud of his
community activities and other more spiritually
based contributions.

Safi Qureshey is committed to a high quality
of education, from grade school through the
university level. He is personally involved in
programs aimed at opening new educational
opportunities through communications tech-
nology and children’s programming in his na-
tive Pakistan. In his adopted homeland, Safi
has supported business and technology pro-
grams in universities and colleges across the
country.

Safi is admired for his generosity and many
accomplishments, but he is the first to give
credit to his faith in Allah. Safi is, first and
foremost, a devout Muslim. He has been a tre-
mendous inspiration to young Muslims and
has brought together believers in God from
many faiths. His deeply held convictions and
respect for the religious rights of others is ex-
ample of a new Americanism that rests on the
foundations of individual freedom and tradi-
tional values yet is being practiced by proud
citizenry as richly diverse as the world itself.

This year Safi is being presented the Mus-
lim Achievement Award. Safi Qureshey thus
represents faith and freedom in America, the
best of our country.
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